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Ty the abettors of that progress. So it is with the story of
woman. We know what she has been; we see what she is;
and it is possible dimly to forecast what she will be. Yet I
dare to assert that there will be no radical change; there may
be new direction for effort, new lines of development, but the
essential nature will remain unaltered. It is not, however,
with this informing spirit that we have to do in such a work
as this. There have been many misconceptions regarding
woman; I would not venture to claim that none now exist.
Yet there is a general consensus of agreement concerning her
dominating and effective characteristics, and the probability is
that in these general laws so laid down the common opinion
is of truth.

Of course, I would not dare to make such an absurd claim
that there eocists, or has ever existed, a man who could truth-
fully say that he knew woman in the abstract; but that does
not necessarily mean that knowledge of the tendencies and
characteristics of the sex is impossible. The reason of the]
dense ignorance which prevails among men concerning women
is that the men attempt to apply general laws to particular
cases; and that is fatal. It is absolutely necessary, if we
ewe to gather wisdom and not merely knowledge from our
researches in history, that we should take into account the
result of combination of traits* Otherwise we should not only
find nothing Iwt Consistency as a consequence of our study,
but we should utterly fail to understand the tendencies of
that which we learn. We must be broad in our judgments
if we are to judge truly. When we read of the Spartan
women sending forth their sons to die for their country, we
must not believe that they were lacking in the depth of
maternal affection which is one of the most beautiful char-
acteristics of the feminine nature. Doubtless they suffered as.
keenly as does the modern mother at the death of her son; but
were trained to subordinate their feelings in this